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State and Federal Benefits 

 
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION (SSA) 
SSA administers the Social Security Insurance (SSI) and Social Security Disability Insurance 
(SSDI program. Through a pre-release agreement with the SSA, GDC can apply for SSI and/or 
SSDI benefits for offenders up to a year before release from prison. If you are working with an 
offender who you believe will qualify for benefits, or who previously received benefits, please 
make sure that the application process is started prior to his or her release from prison, preferably 
6-9 months before release. The application should be coordinated through the SSA office in 
closest proximity to the prison/correctional facility. To locate a Social Security Administration 
(SSA) office close to where a probationer/parolee is currently living, click here:   
 http://www.ssa.gov/atlanta/southeast/ga/georgia.htm 
 
MEDICAID and MEDICARE 
Most people who qualify for SSI or SSDI automatically qualify for Medicaid or Medicare so it is 
not necessary to separately apply for these programs. Ensure that the SSA application is done 
and these services should result if the SSA application is approved.  
 
For information on Medicaid eligibility and the application process, click on the following link 
http://dch.georgia.gov/00/channel_title/0,2094,31446711_31944826,00.html 
 
For information on Medicare eligibility and the application process, click on the link http://ssa-
custhelp.ssa.gov/cgi-
bin/ssa.cfg/php/enduser/std_adp.php?p_faqid=164&p_created=955633816&p_sid=zz8QN7hi&p
_lva=&p_sp=cF9zcmNoPTEmcF9zb3J0X2J5PSZwX2dyaWRzb3J0PSZwX3Jvd19jbnQ9Mzcm
cF9wcm9kcz0mcF9jYXRzPTEwMyZwX3B2PSZwX2N2PTEuMTAzJnBfc2VhcmNoX3R5cG
U9YW5zd2Vycy5zZWFyY2hfbmwmcF9wYWdlPTE*&p_li=&p_topview=1 
 
VETERANS ADMINISTRATION BENEFITS 
Click on the link below for information on reinstating benefits.  
http://www1.va.gov/directory/guide/facility.asp?ID=357&dnum=3 
 
Click on the link below to connect to the National Archives for veterans and their families, a 
useful site for getting military personnel records, benefits and claims histories, and other military 
service information and forms. http://archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/ 
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